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Lung Nodule Team
Our board-certified physicians specialize 
in pulmonary nodule evaluation and 
advanced diagnostics, including ION 
robotic bronchoscopy and EBUS 
(endobronchial ultrasound). Each 
patient receives a comprehensive 
assessment using advanced risk tools, 
imaging and clinical history to guide 
personalized care. This expert, patient-
centered approach supports timely and 
appropriate interventions. Through a 
coordinated, multidisciplinary model, we 
offer seamless access to a wide range 
of specialties – ensuring high-quality, 
comprehensive care from diagnosis 
through treatment.

“Lung cancer has one of the lowest five-
year survival rates because cases are often 
diagnosed at later stages, when the
disease is less likely to be curable.”

ALA State of Lung Cancer

28.4%
U.S. average five-year

survival rate for all stages*
*Lung Cancer Survival Rate 2021: seer.cancer.gov/statfacts/html/lungb.html.
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Stage at Diagnosis and 
5-Year Survival Rate*

Stage at
Diagnosis

5-Year
Survival

27%

22%

43% 36%

64%

8% 16%
9%

Early (localized - confined to primary site)

Regional (spread to regional lymph nodes)

Distant (cancer has metastisized)

Unstaged tumors

*Statistics according to the American Lung Association



Lung Care Advanced
INTEGRIS Health now offers the 
latest advancement in minimally 
invasive peripheral lung biopsy. 
Robotic navigational bronchoscopy 
using the ION platform is designed 
to access hard-to-reach areas.

Robotic navigation has changed 
conventional bronchoscopy 
methods by allowing a deeper look 
into the lungs. Its precision catheter 
control offers access to smaller 
outer lung nodules.  

And by using the body’s natural 
openings, the risk of lung collapse 
is greatly decreased compared to 
percutaneous biopsy.

Expanding Your Reach
The ION catheter’s intuitive, flexible 
design allows the specialist to go 

The Ion Fully Articulating Catheter  
Use the distal tip articulation to aim at small 
targets—even those located outside airways.16

The Fiber Optic Shape Sensor 
The shape sensor provides real-time  
positioning and orientation information.17

 

The Ion Flexision™ Needle 
The Ion Flexision needle is flexible and able to 
pass through the catheter even when positioned 
in tortuous airways. After advancing the needle 
around tight bends, the needle still deploys into 
the target location on a straight path.18

More precision 2

Cloud biopsy approach 
Ion’s Biopsy Marker feature lets you systematically indicate multiple biopsy 
attempts, and can help you visualize different biopsy needle trajectories.19

If real-time confirmation of a representative tissue sample is available during  
the procedure, you can systematically redirect subsequent biopsy attempts  
into the confirmed target area. This approach is referred to as cloud biopsy.

2. Comparisons of precision are relative to manual techniques. 
Precision is the ability to place a biopsy tool in a desired  
location consistently. Results based on internal testing.  

16.-18. Results based on internal testing. 19. Results based on internal testing. 

8 9

Patient Pathway 

Patients with SPNs

Diagnosis
+ staging 

Intervention (surgery, 
radiation, chemotherapy, 

immunotherapy)

LDCT screening

Incidental finding

INTEGRIS Health
Lung Nodule 

Program 

GP Biopsy 1

where other bronchoscopes have 
been unable in the past. Its shape-
sensing technology increases 
diagnostic capabilities, enabling a 
more precise biopsy.

When used with lung cancer 
screening, ION supports early 
diagnosis and staging of the lung 
cancer. 

Patient Benefits
In the past, patients endured 
peripheral lung lesion biopsy via 
live CT scan imaging with a needle 
entering the chest wall from outside 
the body. This method increased the 
risk of lung collapse, often leading to 
hospitalization. 

Robotic navigational bronchoscopy 
offers new benefits to the patient.

•	 Minimally invasive lung biopsy

•	 Ability to biopsy previously 
inaccessible nodules 

•	 Earlier lung cancer detection 
resulting in improved outcomes 
and survival rates

•	 Marking lung nodules to make 
surgery quicker

•	 Mediastinal staging using 
endobronchial ultrasound 
bronchoscopy

Program Highlights
Our advanced lung nodule program provides cutting-edge diagnostic 

care using the ION robotic bronchoscopy platform – a minimally invasive 

technology that precisely navigates and samples even the smallest, hardest-

to-reach nodules. Led by a fellowship-trained interventional pulmonologist, 

our expert team combines clinical skill with leading-edge innovation. We 

also use advanced tools like cryobiopsy and Cios 3D imaging to enhance 

sampling and accuracy. In collaboration with oncologists and thoracic 

surgeons, we deliver coordinated, personalized care from diagnosis through 

treatment. Since launching in 2023, our program has quickly become one 

of the most experienced in the state for early lung nodule detection and 

evaluation.


